KERATAN AKHBAR-AKHBAR TEMPATAN
TARIKH: 4 MAC 2015 (RABU)

Tajuk Akhbar
E::;Z?anafg:ﬁaﬁ;: produk vitamin tingkat KOSMO
Tiada permintaan pembenihan awan Harian Metro
Cuaca diramal kekal panas Sinar Harian
Dry spell will not affect food supplies, says minister The Star
Gempa bumi kuar gegar Indonesia BERNAMA
Better water technologies vital with climate change New Straits Times




KERATAN AKHBAR
KOSMO (NEGARA) : MUKA SURAT 19
TARIKH: 04 MAC 2015 (RABU)




KERATAN AKHBAR
HARIAN METRO (SETEMPAT) : MUKA SURAT 45
TARIKH: 04 MAC 2015 (RABU)




KERATAN AKHBAR
SINAR HARIAN (LEMBAH KLANG) : MUKA SURAT 36
TARIKH: 04 MAC 2015 (RABU)




Dry spell will not affect food supplies, says minister

PUTRAJAYA: The current dry spell is
not that serious and will not affect
food supplies, said Agriculture and

Agm-Based lndustry Mlmster Datuk

eteorological De-
- had mformed h:m that
although it was hot in the day, there

KERATAN AKHBAR
THE STAR (NATION) : MUKA SURAT 13
TARIKH: 04 MAC 2015 (RABU)

was a lot of rain in the
"Itlsmtashotas:twasm2014so
the situation is not alarming.
“But we have taken several mea-

sures to ensure the agricultural sec- |

tor is able to withstand the current
dry and hot spell” he said after
opening an agro-tourism seminar

here yesterday.

Ismail Sabri said the Government
was also not too worried about areas
under the Kemubu Agricultural
Development Authority (Kada) and
Muda Agricultural Development
Authority (Mada) as both had
enough irrigation.

“It is the other areas that require
water to be channelled in from else-
where.

“For these areas, we have con-
structed 25 tube wells costing
RM3.35mil and provided 450 units
of pumps for farmers in Kelantan,”
he said.
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Gempa Bumi Kuat Gegar Indonesia

KUALA LUMPUR, 3 Mac (Bernama) -- Satu gempa bumi kuat berukuran 6.0 pada skala
Richter berlaku di selatan Sumatera, Indonesia pada 6.37 petang, Selasa.

Jabatan Meteorologi Malaysia dalam kenyataan berkata gempa bumi itu berpusat di 71km
barat laut dari Siberut, Indonesia dan 511 km barat daya dari Port Dickson, Negeri Sembilan.

"Gegaran dirasai di sekitar Selangor dan Negeri Sembilan. Tiada ancaman tsunami kepada
Malaysia," menurut kenyataan itu.

Jabatan Meteorologi Malaysia sedang memantau perkembangan ini dan akan memaklumkan
perkembangan terkini.

-- BERNAMA
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Better water technologies
vital with climate change

CRUCIAL RESOURCE:
World consumption
is expected to rise
by more than 50
per cent by 2050

DR AHMAD
IBRAHIM

HE nation has just cel-

ebrated Chinese New

Year. As usual, all

Malaysians, irrespec-

tive of race and reli-
gion, took advantage of the long
weekend to head back to their
kampung. PLUS highways make
the journey smoother.

Come to think of it, much of the
domestic tourism in the country
thrives on the regular “balik kam-
pung” trips that Malaysians enjoy
doing. And, because of the ethnic
and religious diversity of the pop-
ulation, Malaysians are blessed
with many opportunities to em-
bark on the "balik kampung” ad-
venture. After the Chinese New
Year, the nation will celebrate
“Hari Raya Puasa”. This is fol-
lowed by “Hari Raya Qurban”.
Then Deepavali will be the excuse
to “balik kampung”. Next comes
the Christmas break. Of course,
we should not forget Thaipusam.
In East Malaysia there are more
festival breaks for “balik kam-

This year, according to the Chi-
nese calendar, is the year of the
Goat. We can hear wishes of “Goat
Luck” dominating the social me-

dia. Lots of stories about goats are
told as well. The popular one mak-
ing the round is that goats are
known to be shy of baths. There-
fore, this year, if we truly follow the
“Goat Way", there is a good chance
that our water footprint will be
much reduced. And this should
help us live through the coming dry
season that has been predicted by
the Meteorological Department un-
til next month. In the “Goat Spirit”
we should, in fact, practise water
rationing voluntarily.

Hopefully this year will also
translate into the economic “Goat
Luck” that the nation craves for.
This means better commodity
prices, higher export earnings, im-
proved oil price and, of course, a
stronger ringgit!

Scientists are already making
predictions that water will contin-
ue to be an important feature of
this year. But unlike last year when
the Year of the Horse brought us
more water than what we needed,
the Year of the Goat promises oth-
erwise. The expert prediction is
that there will be less of it.

We will be praying for more
water this year. The irony of it all
is that even when we were flooded
with water late last year, we could
not harvest them all. They were
all drained back to the sea. And
when they reach the sea, the wa-
ter is not of much use unless, of
course, we remove the salt
through desalination. Realistical-
ly, there is no reason why any
country with a sea front would
ever run out of water. The trick is
investing in desalination facili-
ties. Many countries have, in fact,
done so. More so because of the
advances made in membrane
technology, the cost to desalinate
has come down a lot.

Yet the United Nations says
more than 768 million people
worldwide still have insufficient
access to clean water. The pre-
diction is that world water con-
sumption will rise by more than 50

per cent by the year 2050. This is
due to escalating demand from
industrial production and from
thermal power generation. The
increase will be 400 per cent and
140 per cent respectively. Re-
searchers worldwide are now
looking at new technologies to
make clean water more avail-
able.

Water contamination poses se-
rious challenge. Only recently, a
water treatment plant in the
Klang Valley had to be shut down
because of suspected ammonia
and manganese contamination.
This affected the supply of drink-
ing water to some parts of the
Klang Valley.

In Germany scientists are de-
veloping an online test procedure
for contaminants. The biosensor
they are researching would trig-
ger an alarm whenever contam-
ination of the water is detected.
Another research explores the use
of laser technology to detect con-
taminants.

Saudi Arabia increasingly de-
pends on desalination plants to
make sure its population has
enough water. A vast network of
pipes transports water from the
coasts to large cities inland. Since
desalination is not cheap, water
loss through piping defects will
have to be minimised.

This is whete scientists are
working on a reliable control sys-
tem to detect defects in the
pipeline infrastructure. World-
wide, the scientific community
and industry are working to re-
search new technologies to help
overcome water woes.

The fact is the growing demand
for water, the decreasing supply
in many regions due to climate
change and the enormous decline
in water quality make new and
better water technologies a ne-
cessity.

The writer is a Fellow of the
Academy of Sciences Malaysia
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